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Court ruling leaves NC’s 
2018 elections in limbo 


BY JIM MORRILL 
AND LYNN BONNER 


jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


The potentially landmark 
ruling that struck down North 
Carolina congressional districts 
adds more uncertainty for can- 
didates - and voters - barely a 
month before the official start of 
election season. 

The ruling Tuesday from a 
federal three-judge panel also 
carries national implications and 


continues more than a decade of 
court intervention in the draw- 
ing of North Carolina election 
districts. 

It leaves the boundaries for 
the state’s 13 congressional 
districts uncertain ahead of the 
Feb. 12 start of candidate filing. 

“Since the 2010 (U.S.) Census 
we’ve had seven, now eight 
years of perpetual redistricting,” 
said Andy Yates, a Republican 
political consultant. “This con- 
stant flux is not good for any- 
body.” 


In Tuesday’s unanimous rul- 
ing, the three judges called the 
current congressional map, 
drawn by legislators in 2016, an 
unconstitutional example of 
“invidious partisanship.” They 
ordered lawmakers to draw new 
districts by Jan. 24. 

It was the first time a federal 
court has blocked congressional 
districts because of partisan 
gerrymandering. 

Republican Senate Leader 


Phil Berger said Wednesday that 


lawmakers plan to ask the U.S. 


Supreme Court to stay the rul- 
ing. House Speaker Tim Moore 
vowed to appeal “to the highest 
court available.” 

Other Republicans were quick 
to agree. 

“Democrats can’t win elec- 
tions, so they strategically go to 
liberal appointed judges to 
change the maps to give them- 
selves an advantage,” U.S. Rep. 
Robert Pittenger, a Charlotte 
Republican, said in a statement. 

The 191-page opinion was 
written by Judge James Wynn, 


who was appointed by President 
Barack Obama. He was joined 
by Judge W. Earl Britt, appoint- 
ed by President Jimmy Carter, 
and Judge William Osteen Jr., 
elevated by President George 
W. Bush. 

This week’s ruling comes be- 
fore an expected court order by 
another panel of federal judges. 
In 2016, that panel found that 28 
legislative districts in Mecklen- 
burg, Wake and five other coun- 
ties are unconstitutional racial 
gerrymanders. That order, along 
with new district lines, is antici- 
pated soon. 

Changing districts pose prob- 
lems for legislative candidates, 
who under the state constitution 
have to live in the district for a 
year prior to the election. Con- 
gressional candidates have no 
residency requirement. 


SEE DISTRICTS, 10A 


Ventura County Sheriff’s Office via NYT 


An aerial photograph shows damage caused by mudslides in Montecito, Calif., where areas recently scorched by wildfire became the scene of 
another fatal disaster. The deluge destroyed 100 houses and eight commercial properties, and damaged 320 other properties. 


California mudslides claim 
at least 17 lives, 100 homes 


BY MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ 
AND AMANDA LEE MYERS 


Associated Press 


MONTECITO, CALIF. 
nxious family members 
awaited word on loved 
ones Wednesday as 
rescue crews searched 

for more than a dozen people 

missing after mudslides in 

Southern California destroyed 

an estimated 100 houses, swept 

away cars and left at least 17 

victims dead. 


“Tt’s just waiting and not 
knowing, and the more I haven’t 
heard from them - we have to 
find them,” said Kelly Weimer, 
whose elderly parents’ home 
was wrecked by the torrent of 
mud, trees and boulders that 
flowed down a fire-scarred 
mountain and slammed into the 
coastal town of Montecito in 
Santa Barbara County early 
Tuesday. 

The drenching storm that 
triggered the disaster had 
cleared out, giving way to sunny 


skies, as hundreds of searchers 
carefully combed a landscape 
strewn with hazards. 

“We’ve gotten multiple re- 
ports of rescuers falling through 
manholes that were covered 
with mud, swimming pools that 
were covered up with mud,” 
said Anthony Buzzerio, a Los 
Angeles County fire battalion 
chief. “The mud is acting like a 
candy shell on ice cream. It’s 
crusty on top but soft under- 
neath, so we’re having to be 
very careful.” 


Buzzerio led a team of 14 
firefighters and six dogs in thick 
debris. They used long-handled 
tools to search the muck in the 
painstaking task. 

Teams rescued three people 
Wednesday, but they also dis- 
covered two more bodies, rais- 
ing the death count to 17, Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff Bill 
Brown said. Seventeen people 
were reported missing. 

A dozen people were hospital- 
ized at Santa Barbara Cottage 
Hospital, and four of them were 
in critical condition, Dr. Brett 
Wilson said. 

“Most injuries we saw were 
related to fast-moving debris,” 
Wilson said. “You can’t even 
fathom what these poor patients 
went through to finally make 


SEE MUDSLIDES, 2A 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 


Here’s how 
a Panthers 
sale might 

play out 


BY RICK ROTHACKER 
rrothacker @charlotteobserver.com 


So exactly how do you sell an 
NFL team? 

Carolina Panthers owner Jerry 
Richardson said last month that 
he is putting the franchise he 
founded up for sale, and one of 
the first steps the team an- 
nounced was the hiring of an 
investment banker and lawyers 
to handle the process. The team, 
however, hasn’t shared much 
else on how this will work. 

Charlotte is packed with in- 
vestment bankers who help 
private companies orchestrate 
sales of their businesses, and 
they say there is a basic process 
that bankers follow - although 
they acknowledge selling one of 
32 NFL teams isn’t exactly the 
same as pitching a family- 
owned factory. 

“Tt will be a limited universe 
of people who can buy an NFL 
team,” said one Charlotte bank- 
er who, like others interviewed 
for this story, did not want to be 
named because he’s not in- 
volved in the deal. 

Richardson announced plans 
to sell shortly after Sports 
Illustrated reported allegations 
of workplace misconduct by 
Richardson during his owner- 
ship tenure. The NFL is investi- 
gating. 

To assist with the sale, the 
team has hired New York 
investment bank Allen & Co., a 
blue-chip firm known for work- 
ing on sports and media deals. It 
also has lined up New York law 
firm Proskauer Rose and Billy 
Moore, a Charlotte attorney 
with Moore & Van Allen, to 
handle legal matters. 

The Panthers have said the 
sale process would not begin 
until the end of the season, 
which concluded with a playoff 
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Stylish senior living in Matthews. Visit WindsorRunCommunity.com 
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